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A strategic location with access to international markets

Á Barranquilla provides an ideal logistics platform to meet the countries of Central America and the Caribbean, North

America, Latin America and Europe, representing a market of over 1.200 million consumers.

Á Located in the heart of the Caribbean, one hour away from Central America, two hours and a half from Miami by

air and two days away by sea.

Á Itôsan important maritime and river port, with conditions for the multimodal transport, only 100 km of the railway

network in the country.

Á Direct flight connections from Barranquilla to Miami, Panama, Curacao, Aruba, Maracaibo, Fort Lauderdale and

New York.

Port infraestructure

Á With the port terminals under way and those already in existence there will be a capacity to mobilize over 100

million tons, which represents an increase of 500% compared to the 2006 numbers.

Á The interconnected multipurpose terminals allow mobilizing general cargo, containers, as well as bulk and liquid

cargo, to over 60 countries in the 5 continents.

Á Connection with the hinterland and Andean Community countries by road.

Á More than 13 shipping lines calling at the public port with international connections.
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Human resource

Á Supply of qualified human resource guaranteed by the presence of more than 10 universities and more than 10

technical institutes with near 80.000 students in the region.

Á Technical and techonological institutions and universities which offers different programs related to the

management of the heavy industry.

Electrical infrastructure

Á The State of Atlantico has the countryôslargest installed capacity of thermal electric energy generation, with a safe

and reliable transmission and distribution network at all tension levels.

Á This network is interconnected with the National Electric Network. This service has 98% coverage in the State of

Atlantico, the highest in the country.

Á The Atlantico region has the lowest cost in energy and gas generation in the country.

ProBarranquilla
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An enabling environment for business

Á Colombia is the second friendlier country in Latinamerica (Doing Business, 2007-2009) due to its political and

economic stability, its economic growth (7.7% in 2007) and a stable inflation rate, and its strength by a

commitment to attracting foreign investment.

Á The State of Atlantico hosts multinational companies as Arcelor Mittal, Vale, Masterfoods, Bridgestone, Shell,

DuPont, Rohm & Haaséetc.

Á According with America Economia, Barranquilla is one of the 10 cities in Latinamerica, for developing new

businesses, with the greatest economic growth.

ProBarranquilla
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Colombia

Official name: República de Colombia 

Population: 43,0 millions (3rd Latinamerican country by population

GDP: USD 202 millions (2007)

GDP growth: 8,7% (2007)

Inflation rate: 5,7% (2007)

State of Atlantico

Capital: Barranquilla  (4th colombian city, 1 in the Caribbean region

Population: 2,2 millions (Atlantico) ,1.5 millions (Barranquilla).

GDP: USD 5.500 Millions (2007)

GDP per capita: USD 2.500 (2007) 

GDP growth: 24% (2007)

Economy of Barranquilla, the State of Atlantico and Colombia



BPO

Barranquilla, Potencial y OportunidadesProBarranquilla

Content

Å Steel industry: key messages

Å Economy of Barranquilla, the State of Atlantico and Colombia

Å Steel industry at a glance

Å Reasons to invest in Barranquilla

Å Strategic location

Å Port infrastructure

Å Human resource

Å Electrical infrastructure

Å Tax incentives

Å Quality of life

Å Political and economic estability

Å Success cases

Å ProBarranquilla



ProBarranquilla

Steel industry at a glance

Å The metalmechanics sector represents one of the largest industrial branches in the State of Atlantico,

with a production share of over 12%. Its 600 companies employ around 10% of the industrial labor force,

representing the second largest employer in the State.

Å 76% of the 2.47 million tons traded in the metalmechanics sector were transported through the ports of

the Atlantic region of Colombia. Of those, 44% were transported through the ports of Barranquilla.

Å The city has a long tradition in the metalmechanichs industry, with companies operating since the 1930ôs

throughout the industryôsextent, from heat treatments and metal coating, to the production of

intermediate and capital goods, oriented to satisfy the demand of various companies in the construction,

transportation, electric machinery, and auto parts, among other sectors.

Å A growing network of small companies, proactive in interrelating products and identifying opportunitoes

bye exchanging knowledge, have created a niche segment in the industry supplying larger manufactures,

less nimble to react to unpredictable market demands.
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State of Atlantico Iron and Steel Industry 

Exports 2007

US$ Million FOB

Source: ProExport. Calculations by ProBarranquilla.

Iron and steel industry exports value in 2007 increased 28% over 2006.
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Steel industry at a glance: export destinies



Iron and steel industry exports value in 2007 increased 28% over 2006.

State of Atlantico Main Exports
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Steel industry at a glance: exports



Source: ProExport. Calculations by ProBarranquilla.
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Steel industry exports
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Steel industry at a glance: imports
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A strategic location with connection to international markets

Å Barranquilla has a strategic location with

easier connection to Northamerican,

Centralamerican, Caribbean, Latinamerican

and European markets.

Å The city is located 1 day away from

Panama, 2 days with the rest of Central

America and 4 days from Miami by maritime

way.

Å Barranquilla provides a logistic platform with

access to a market of over 1.2 billion

customers.

Strategic location
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Port infrastructure

Passengers Movement �±International Airport
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